
   

 

2035 MONROE AVENUE TEL 585/242-5200 EXT. 5502 

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14618 FAX 585/242-5164 
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Kevin C. McGowan, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

November 23, 2020 

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo  

Governor of New York State  

NYS State Capitol Building  

Albany, NY 12224 

 

Dear Governor Cuomo, 

 

Thank you to you and your staff for your leadership during an unprecedented time in our history. 

We have appreciated many of the steps that New York State has taken throughout the pandemic 

that have not been a part of the approach of other states. As President of NYSCOSS last year, I 

had the opportunity to work directly with Dan Fuller and other members of your staff as the 

pandemic unfolded and as input was sought regarding a variety of initiatives. Although we did 

not always agree on the end result, I appreciated the opportunity to provide feedback regarding 

the impact of decisions on school communities and most importantly on the children you and I 

both serve. It is in the same spirit of collegiality and collaborative leadership that I write to you 

this evening.   

Our staff, students and community have done our part in so many ways. We closed last March, 

we provided remote instruction, we adapted, adapted again and planned robust programming for 

this Fall. We provided food, access to childcare and continued to support families in so many 

ways. We accommodated every health and safety standard often making changes at a moment’s 

notice when agencies provided clarification or additional guidance. We have held up our end of 

the bargain and met every challenge with enthusiasm and a deep sense of commitment to health 

and safety. We have trusted your thinking and been engaged, thoughtful partners in this effort. 

Our students and staff have distanced, masked, monitored their symptoms, and focused on hand 

and respiratory hygiene. We haven’t played games or taken this situation lightly for one moment. 

Our results speak for themselves. 
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Please note: 

• The Monroe County rate of infection today is 3.49%.  

• Our total infection rate since school opened is just .44% and currently sits at .20%.  

• Under yellow zone designation last week, we tested 20% of our in-school population and 

had 0 positive cases.  

• There are 0 cases known to have been spread as a result of school exposure in our district. 

• The current rate of infection in our county is more than 17 times higher than in our 

schools. 

The safest place for students and staff to be is in school. 

The orange zone testing requirements will make it all but impossible for this to be the case.  

As part of our yellow zone testing program, we solicited consent from families and staff prior to 

testing in school. 72% of our in-person population responded. 92% of those responding gave 

consent for testing. That means that 66% of our total population provided consent and 34% either 

didn’t respond or declined to give consent. Even if we recanvased, one can assume that some 

percentage of the population will continue to decline giving consent. Even if we believed in 

doing so, we do not have the ability to require a family to provide consent for testing. The 

alternative to not providing consent is for a family to then be coercively forced into a remote 

learning environment. We are servicing 20% of our population remotely and do not have any 

room in our current remote programming for any more students. We do not have the resources to 

add to this program, nor would it make educational sense to be creating new programs and 

classes at this stage of the year. We would assume that families entering the remote program 

during an orange zone period would quickly want to go back to a hybrid environment when 

circumstances change. This constant movement between programs also does not make 

educational sense. All in all, the options for children and families are not good and I write to you 

out of concern for their well-being in many ways. 

We took note that at today and yesterday’s press conference you made a point of saying that K-8 

children are in different circumstance than older students. This seemed to be an indication that 

you might be willing to view populations differently. We’re writing to ask, in fact beg, for you to 

consider alternatives to the current orange zone requirements so that children can stay in school. 

Perhaps testing a higher percentage of the willing would provide public health officials with the 

necessary surveillance capability. Our yellow zone testing went very well, and I’d guess that we 

could test up to 50% of our population per week if asked. Perhaps you would consider testing a 

lower percentage at the elementary level given the rare instances of COVID among this age 

group but would require a greater number of older students to be tested. Perhaps testing of all 

staff could be required given the higher prevalence of infections among populations that are 

beyond school age. Perhaps a combination of these approaches could be considered in lieu of the 

current requirements.  
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As a district, we are hopeful that you will consider these recommendations in light of the 

challenges presented by requiring all children to be tested. We are seeking continued partnership 

and are willing to do our part. Most importantly, we want our children safe and in school. We 

will do everything within our means to make sure that they are. The current requirements are 

beyond what is possible. We hope that you will consider these suggestions or engage us in a 

discussion regarding solutions that meet our shared public health objectives and the shared goal 

of supporting children and families with in-person instruction.   

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin C. McGowan, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

Brighton Central School District 

 

KCM/kl 

 

Cc: Members of the Board of Education and Leadership Team 

Town of Brighton Supervisor William H. Moehle 

Monroe County Executive Adam Bello  

Monroe County Commissioner of Public Health, Dr. Michael Mendoza  

Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council Director, Vincent Esposito 

Special Advisor Finger Lakes Reopening, Honorable Robert Duffy 

NYS Assemblymember Sarah Clark 

NYS State Senator-Elect Jeremy Cooney 

Monroe 1 BOCES District Superintendent Daniel White 

NYSCOSS Executive Director, Charles S. Dedrick 

 

  

 

 


