DEBATE FORMAT

There will be a specific format used on the day of each debate.  

Format of Debate

Opening Statements

The opening statement is designed to set the stage for the debate topic.  Key arguments and specific examples from BOTH SIDES should be introduced here.   Remember, 1st impressions go a long way.

Direct Questions

Again, 1st impressions are key in this case.  When answering a question first, you can direct the discussion towards your key arguments.  Be as forceful as possible and introduce information that will prove your side of the argument.

Rebuttal

You must restrict you rebuttal answer to the information given in the direct statement.  You have the chance to discredit the information offered by your opponent.

Closing Statement

Wrap up your argument by reiterating the most important arguments brought up during the debate.  List (from most important to least important) the facts/examples/analysis introduced in the debate and leave no doubts in the minds of the judges that your side was proven beyond a reasonable doubt.

Specific Format of the Debate

Opening Statement ( Pro


2 Minutes

Opening Statement ( Con


2 Minutes

1st Direct Question ( Directed to Pro
2 Minutes to answer direct question

1st Rebuttal ( Offered to Con


1 Minute to respond

2nd Direct Question ( Directed to Con
2 Minutes to answer direct question

2nd Rebuttal ( Offered to Pro


1 Minute to respond


Process continues for 15 minutes

Prepare Closing Statements


1 Minute

Closing Statement ( Con


2 Minutes

Closing Statement ( Pro
 

2 Minutes

Judges ( Clarification Questions

As Needed

RESPONSIBILITIES - DEBATE PARTICIPANTS
Note Taking

***Each individual participating in the debate will need to turn in ____ pages of notes.

Process

A. Research the Topic in GREAT DETAIL

· Become an expert on every aspect of the debate topic.

· You MUST consult a variety of sources.  A number of potential sources are listed below.  The number in parenthesis is the minimum number of that type of resource that MUST be used.

· Internet 
· Books

· Journal Articles BE SURE YOU MAKE THE NOTES YOUR OWN

B. Compile Facts

· Cover BOTH SIDES of the debate topic

C. Organize facts into categories

· Promotes clarity

· Will allow for easy access during the debate

· Compartmentalizes the argument so you can see the “Big Picture”

D. Generate a works cited page

· Keep a list of sources going as you research so your works cited page is accurate and complete

Multimedia

· Charts, graphs, statistics, pictures, maps, etc.

· These can be quite convincing in a debate

RESPONSIBILITIES - JUDGES
1. Critical Questioning

3.  Note Taking
2. Critical Listening

4.  Debate Report (2 pages)
Critical Questioning

· Each judge will prepare ____ questions to ask the pro team and ___ questions for the con team.
Critical Listening
· Judges will recount what happened during the debate and decide which participant was more compelling.  

· Listen carefully to each debate participant

Note Taking

· Take notes during the debate

· Style of notes is up to each student

· Be as thorough as possible as the notes will be used to render a verdict and create the Debate Report

Debate Report 
Structure of the Report 

· Key Arguments ( Pro

· Key Arguments ( Con

· What was the most compelling argument heard during the debate

· Who won and why?
Format of the Report (See Next Page)

Two page Document

· Page 1 : Bulleted List

· Key Arguments ( Pro

· Key Arguments ( Con

· Page 2: Two Paragraphs

· What was the most compelling argument heard during the debate?
· Who won and why?

