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Teacher Overview: Why has there been an increase in globalization in the 20th
and 21st centuries?
Go directly to student-facing materials!
Unit Essential Question(s): Do the benefits of globalization outweigh the costs? | Link to Unit
Supporting Question(s): Why has there been an increase in globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries?
Objective(s):
● Explain why there has been an increase in globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries.

Alignment to State Standards
NYS Social Studies Framework:
Key Idea
10.9 GLOBALIZATION AND A CHANGING GLOBAL
ENVIRONMENT (1990–PRESENT): Technological
changes have resulted in a more interconnected world,
affecting economic and political relations and in some
cases leading to conflict and in others to efforts to
cooperate. Globalization and population pressures have
led to strains on the environment. (Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5;
Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, GOV, ECO, TECH, EXCH)

Conceptual Understandings
10.9a Technological changes in communication and
transportation systems allow for instantaneous
interconnections and new networks of exchange
between people and places that have lessened the
effects of time and distance.

Content Specifications
Students will explore how information is accessed,
exchanged, and controlled and how business is
conducted in light of changing technology.
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Social Studies Practices
NYS Social Studies Practices
Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence (A1, A2, A5, A7)
Chronological Reasoning and Causation (B1, B3)
Comparison and Contextualization (C6)

Common Core State Standards

Depending on how you structure your lesson, you may address different standards. Below, are the standards that we believe are most important for this lesson.

Reading
Key Ideas and Details:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1: Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending
to such features as the date and origin of the information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2: Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the
course of the text.

Writing

Speaking and Listening

Text Types & Purposes:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1: Write arguments
focused on discipline-specific content.

Comprehension and Collaboration:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate
effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10
topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Craft and Structure:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of
history/social science.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.7: Integrate quantitative or
technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative
analysis in print or digital text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.8: Assess the extent to which
the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author's claims.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9: Compare and contrast
treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary
sources.
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Objective:

Why has there been an increase in globalization in the 20th and 21st
centuries?
● Explain why there has been an increase in globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries.

Introduction
➡ Directions: Read the description below, then respond the prompts.
Some historians argue that globalization started in the late 1400s, when explorers like Christopher Columbus and Vasco da Gama sailed to parts
of the world that had little direct contact with one another like Europe and the Americas, southern and eastern Africa, and southern and southeast
Asia. After the turning point that was the Age of Exploration, the pace of globalization increased because of innovations in technology and
motivations to gain wealth, and exchange culture.
A lot has changed since the 15th century. Read the descriptions of the methods for globalization’s spread in the 15th century and then explain
how we address those same needs today.

In the 15th century people...

Today we...

communicated over long distances by writing letters
that were carried by messengers on foot, horseback, or
ship.

communicate over long distances by…

traded over long distances by shipping goods on foot,
with the help of horse-drawn wagons, or on ships to
markets where they were sold to buyers in person. If
traders from Europe or Africa wanted to trade in the
Americas it took between eight and twelve weeks to sail
one way.

trade over long distances by…

Why has there been an increase in globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries?
➡ Directions: As you learn about the four primary reasons why globalization has increased in the 20th and 21st centuries, answer the questions
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accompanying the documents and fill out the graphic organizer below.

Reasons Why
Globalization
Has Increased

Examples

Why did the examples given lead to increased
globalization?

Innovation in
Communication
Technology

Innovation in
Transportation

Promotion of and
increase in free
trade

Availability and
access to
inexpensive and
highly skilled
labor
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Reason #1: Innovation in Communication Technology
Timeline of Communication Innovation
105 CE- Paper invented in China
751- Paper introduced to the Muslim world
1450- Johannes Gutenberg’s printing press invented
1843- Long distance telegraph line invented
1844- Paper produced using wood pulp
1876- Telephone invented

Since the establishment of the first civilizations, innovations in communications technology have
made it easier and faster for people to communicate over long distances. In the 20th and 21st
centuries, the speed of innovation has accelerated making it possible for us to communicate with
one another across the globe in real time on cell phones as we walk down the street. Through
the internet, we can now buy goods made by people who live on a different continent and
transfer money to them with the click of a button even if we use different currency. The
innovations that have made that possible have increased the rate of globalization.

1901- The first radio signals transmitted
1939- First black and white televisions sold
1954- First color televisions sold

Watch this video from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation explaining how mobile
phones have become an important tool for farmers in Africa.

1958- The first photocopier
1973- The first handheld mobile phone (4.4 lbs)
1976- Personal computers sold to the public
1983- Mobile phones sold to public
1989- Prototype for the World Wide Web (internet)
built
1992- First text message sent
1995- Amazon.com launched
1998- Google launched
1999- The first smartphone is released in Japan
2003- Skype video calling service is launched
2004- Facebook launched
2005- YouTube launched
2006- Twitter launched

Mobile phone evolution, 1992-2014
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is in the public domain.
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Image  is courtesy of the World Bank Group

Image  is courtesy of the World Bank Group

Questions
1a. Identify two effects of the innovations in the ‘“Timeline of
Communication Innovation.”

1b. Based on the video from the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, what effects can mobile phones have on farmers in
Africa?

1c. Based on the graph of internet users worldwide, describe the
trend in the number of people using the internet since 1990.

1d. Based on the graph of world mobile cellular subscriptions,
describe the trend in the number of people using cell phones since
1990.

1e. How might the innovations in communication technology described above have increased globalization in the 20th and 21st
centuries?
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Reason #2: Innovation in Transportation

In the 20th and 21st centuries, innovations in transportation, specifically
having to do with shipping, have made it faster and less expensive for
goods to be transported from one place to another. This has opened up
new possibilities for where goods are produced and where they can be
sold, which has brought most of the world into the globalized economy.
Watch this Ted-Ed video, “How Containerization Shaped the
Modern World” explaining the effects of innovation in shipping
container technology on the process of globalization.

Stages of Container Ship Development
Time Period

Length (m)

Width (m)

# of Shipping
Containers it Holds

Speed
(knots)

1960s

190

27

1,000

16

1970s

210

27

2,000

23

1980s

210-290

32

3,000

23

mid-1980s

270-290

37-41

Above 4,000

24-24.8

1992

290-320

39.6-47.2

Above 4,900

25

1996

306-310

38-40

Above 6,000

25

Since 2000

355-360

38-40

Above 8,000

25

Chinese container ship docked at a port in the Netherlands.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

Container truck in Alexandria, Egypt.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

Source: Statistics from the Korea Maritime Institute, reported by UNESCAP
http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/pub_2194_ch2.pdf

A freight train with shipping containers travelling through Texas.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons
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Questions
2a. Based on the Stages of Container Ship Development Chart, identify three changes that have occurred in the development of
container ships since the 1960s.

2b. What innovation did Malcolm McClean come up with? What problems did it solve?

2c. How might containerization have increased globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries?
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Reason #3: Promotion of and increase in free trade
Free Trade Vocabulary
export- good or
service that is sent
out of a country

import- good or
tariff- a tax on goods
service that is brought coming in or out of a
into a country
country

quota- a fixed
amount of something
or number of things
that can be produced,
exported, or imported

free tradeinternational trade in
which there are no
restrictions on what is
traded, how much is
traded, or how much
it costs to trade.

standard of livingone’s level of wealth
and material comfort

Free trade is the name given to international trade in which there are no restrictions on what is traded, how much is traded, or how
much it costs to trade.
Countries prevent free trade by requiring companies to pay tariffs on goods that they import or export, or by establishing quotas that set a limit
on the number of goods traded. A country can use tariffs and quotas to either encourage or discourage trade. For example, Country A might raise
tariffs on imports to discourage computer companies from Country B selling their laptops in Country A. Country B’s computer companies would
be less likely to sell laptops in Country A because they would have to pay money to Country A’s government in the form of tariffs and doing so
would lessen their profit. Country A might also raise tariffs to give the computer companies in their country an advantage over companies from
other countries with hopes of keeping more factories, computer stores, and related jobs in their country.
People who support free trade view tariffs and quotas as “barriers of trade” and want to get rid of them so companies and workers can move
freely across international borders to make and sell their goods and services. They believe that by doing this, companies will be able to make
products as inexpensively as possible, people will be free to move to where they can find work most easily, and in the end, more people will have
jobs, companies will make more profits, and consumers will be able to get goods and services at the best price. Right now, there are no examples
of purely free-trade economies, but several organizations are working to make that a reality.
When barriers to trade like tariffs and quotas are lifted, the pace of globalization is accelerated because businesses see an opportunity to make
more profit, so they build more factories where labor is inexpensive and more stores where people are wealthy enough to purchase their goods.
The places where the factories and stores are built, and where the company is headquartered, are then more interconnected.

Questions
3a. What methods might a country use to
prevent free trade?

3b. Why do supporters of free trade
support it?

3c. How might more free trade have
increased globalization in the 20th and 21st
centuries?
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Organizations that Promote Free Trade

Some organizations promote free trade because its serves their interests. The actions they have taken to make free trade a reality are some of the
reasons why globalization has increased in the 20th and 21st centuries. In the activities below, you will learn about two such organizations:
multinational corporations and the World Trade Organization.

Multinational Corporations
What are multinational corporations?

A multinational corporation is a business that owns or controls
production of goods or services in one or more countries other than
their home country. It can also be referred to as an international
corporation or a transnational corporation. The world’s most well
known companies are multinational corporations. For example,
McDonald's, which is an American-owned company, has restaurants in
countries all over the world and gets ingredients for their food from
multiple countries. Clothing manufacturers like Nike might get the
cotton to make their materials from the United States, then ship that
cotton to Bangladesh to have it turned into a shirt, and then have it
shipped to Berlin, Germany to sell it.

Why do multinational corporations support free trade?

Nike stores in Berlin, Germany; Osaka, Japan; and Paris, France. Source

1, 2, and 3.

Questions

3d. What is a multinational corporation?

3e. Why do multinational corporations support free trade?

Businesses are able to profit the most if they keep costs for materials
and manufacturing low, while selling for the highest price possible.
Different parts of the world have different “standards of living,” which
means that they have different levels of wealth. Multinational
corporations support free trade for three main reasons.
1. Free trade enables multinational corporations to buy materials
at the lowest cost possible without having to pay tariffs.
2. Because of free trade, they can build factories in countries with
low standards of living which means that they do not have to
pay workers as much money as they would in countries with
higher standards of living.
3. Multinational corporations can then sell their goods, which they
made with as little cost as possible, to people in wealthy
nations that have high standards of living and who will pay the
highest price without having to pay tariffs.
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World Trade Organization
What is the World Trade Organization?
The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an international organization
that negotiates trade agreements between countries. Through their
agreements, which most countries in the world have signed, the WTO
sets the rules for international trade.
World Trade Organization Logo.

Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is in the public domain

Questions

3f. What is the World Trade Organization (WTO)?

3g. What is the goal of the WTO?

3h. Why does the WTO support free trade?

According to the WTO, their goal is “to help producers of goods and
services, exporters, and importers conduct their business, while
allowing governments to meet social and environmental objectives”
and to “to help trade flow as freely as possible.” The WTO encourages
free trade by requiring governments to lower tariffs, quotas, and other
restrictions to trade through the contracts they sign.
The WTO also helps countries settle trade disputes, which usually arise
when one country accuses another of not following the rules of
agreements that were negotiated with the WTO. Usually, a dispute
occurs when one country raises tariffs on another, or gives subsidies
(money from the government) to their own companies so they can have
an advantage over foreign businesses.
Why does the World Trade Organization support free trade?
The World Trade Organization supports free trade because, according
to their website, they believe that trade without restrictions encourages
economic activity in all countries involved and that by following the
same rules, trade between countries will be fairer. The WTO believes
that free trade benefits the most people in the world by providing
employment to those in less developed countries who are making
goods while giving people in more developed countries less expensive
goods.
Sources: https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/who_we_are_e.htm;

https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/what_stand_for_e.htm
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Reason #4: Availability and access to inexpensive and highly skilled labor

Businesses often try to cut the costs of making products or providing services so they can maximize their profits. One of the ways they do this is
by paying workers less money. Globalization and free-trade agreements have made it possible for multinational corporations to look for workers
around the world who have the skills they need at the lowest costs they can find.
Depending on the product or service that the company provides, they need workers with different skills. For example, sewing t-shirts is a skill that
can be taught to most people and does not require much formal education, so a clothing company can find workers to do this job in countries with
the lowest labor costs possible as long as they train them to operate the machines used to make the clothes. As a result, many clothing
manufacturers make their goods in countries like Bangladesh where there is a low standard of living.
Editing a book, on the other hand, requires that the person reading it have a deep understanding of language and writing techniques, so an author
would need to find an editor with those skills. Some authors have been able to find the least expensive editors who qualify for this job in places
like the Philippines or India where the standard of living is lower than places like the United States or Europe, but many people have a formal
education in English.
The availability of high skill laborers at a low cost has increased the rate of globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries because multinational
corporations find it beneficial to hire workers at the lowest cost and people with skills and education in less developed countries want jobs that will
bring them more wealth. As a result of this exchange, extreme poverty in countries with people who are employed by multinational corporations
has decreased.
Source: “Self Pub Companies Outsourcing Editing?” http://newbieauthorsguide.com/2012/07/02/self-pub-companies-outsourcing-editing/
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The map to the right shows
the global minimum wages
per hour in US dollars.
States and subnational
jurisdictions less than 20,000
km2 in area and with data
available are shown as
colored circles. No circles
are shown for small states
without data available.

Global Minimum Wages per hour in US Dollars, 2014

Key

 $10.01–$16.88
 $7.51–$10.00
 $5.01–$7.50
 3.00$–$5.00
 $2.01–$3.00
 $1.01–$2.00
 $0.00-$1.00
 No minimum wage
 No data
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is in the public domain

In the map to the right, the
average education of the
inhabitants of each country
falls into three broad
categories: high, medium,
and low educational
development. The darkest
green represents the most
educated population and the
deepest red represents the
least educated.

Education Index, 2008

Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain
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Questions
4a. Why do multinational companies hire people from other countries to make their goods and provide their services?

4b. Based on the maps above, what regions of the world have the highest wages? Which have the lowest wages?

4c. Based on your response to question 4b, which regions are multinational corporations most likely to make their goods in and which
regions are they most likely to sell their goods in? Why?

4d. Based on the maps above, which regions of the world have low wages and high education? Why might a multinational corporation
want to manufacture goods in these regions?

4e. How might the availability of inexpensive and highly skilled labored have increased globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries?

UNIT 9 | Globalization and a Changing Global Environment | SQ 2: Why has there been an increase in globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries?

FA

SQ 2: Why has there been an increase in globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries?
➡ Directions: Using evidence from the documents above, respond to the task below in the space provided.
●

Explain why there has been an increase in globalization in the 20th and 21st centuries.
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