BHS Leadership Seminar

Randy Pausch ☼ The Last Lecture
Thoughts:

Major life events (including death and loss) cause people to pause, to think, and to reevaluate.  In the end, whether the experience itself is viewed as positive or negative, such events hold rich potential for learning and inspiring. But, is a life altering event necessary in order for one to pause, think, and reevaluate? Shouldn’t this be behavior that leaders engage in on a regular basis?  

If you want to be an effective leader, practice reflecting.  Give yourself time and space to think.
The “Last Letter” Assignment:
Write a letter of advice to your future children.  
· Address to “future child/children” or choose specific names – it’s up to you.
· Not as if you’re dying – while living!  This is not meant to be a morbid assignment.
· Be honest about your life experience – don’t just advise, give examples/anecdotes.
· Convey your personality – will you be a stern parent, fun, a mix?  Convey it!
· Start by identifying 3-6 key pieces of advice from your mentor(s), parents, friends . . . 
· Letter length = 500-700 words minimum.  (50 pt. Assignment)
· As with most assignments in this class, be willing to share it with at least one classmate.
IDEAS for starting . . .
· Compile a list of “best lessons” and/or most common advice from peers.
· Are you serving as a role model?  How so? (Leaders should be doing so.)
· Do you feel hypocritical about any of your advice?  If so, reflect on that.  What tangible change(s) could you make to eliminate the hypocrisy?  Honesty is crucial.  
DUE MONDAY, May 15. TYPED AND DOUBLE SPACED.
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Start by brainstorming 3-6 great lessons you’ve been taught . . . like the one Mr. O’Shaughnessy taught me!
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